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Further details (voles & humans): see
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/what-can-
rodents-tell-us-about-why-humans-love-180949441/



Processing an emotionally significant “stimulus”
(input pathways not shown; outputs to hypothalamus, brain stem, 
striatum, etc., not shown, but see amygdala interactions/outputs below)

stimulus, e.g.,
from optic nerve

Basal ganglia:
“outer”: striatum
“inner”: lateral medial, globus pallidus

(part of reward system,
decision making, planning)

caudate nucleus
putamen lentiform 

nucleus



Basal ganglia, brain stem, and cerebellum


